MISCELLANEA 


22.— THE AXE OF SIMIAS 

Phocian Epeius, in gratitude for her strong device, 
gave to the virile goddess Athena the axe with which 
of old he laid in ruin the high, god-built towers, then 
when he burnt to ashes with fire-breathing doom the 
holy city of the Dardanidae and dashed down from 
their seats the gilded kings, a man who was not 
reckoned among the chieftains of the Aehaeans, but 
one of low degree who carried water from the pure 
fountains. But now he has entered on the path of 
Homer, thanks to thee, holy Pallas of many counsels. 
Thrice blessed he whom with a gracious mind thou 
watchest over. This blessedness ever lives and 
breathes. 


23 . — On the Book of Marcus 1 

If thou wouldst overcome sorrow, unroll and peruse 
with care this blessed book from which thou shalt 
with ease look on wealth of doctrine concerning 
things to be, things that are, and things that were, 
and shalt see that joy and pain are no better than 
smoke. 

1 Nothing is known regarding it. 
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